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One of the most influential philosophers of liberalism turns his attention to the complexity of Lincoln’s
political thought. At the center of Lincoln’s career is an intense passion for equality, a passion that runs so
deep in the speeches, messages, and letters that it has the force of religious conviction for Lincoln. George
Kateb examines these writings to reveal that this passion explains Lincoln’s reverence for both the
Constitution and the Union.

The abolition of slavery was not originally a tenet of Lincoln’s political religion. He affirmed almost to the
end of his life that the preservation of the Union was more important than ending slavery. This attitude was
consistent with his judgment that at the founding, the agreement to incorporate slaveholding into the
Constitution, and thus secure a Constitution, was more vital to the cause of equality than struggling to keep
slavery out of the new nation. In Kateb’s reading, Lincoln destroys the Constitution twice, by suspending it
as a wartime measure and then by enacting the Thirteenth Amendment to abolish slavery. The first instance
was an effort to save the Constitution; the second was an effort to transform it, by making it answer the
Declaration’s promises of equality.

The man who emerges in Kateb’s account proves himself adequate to the most terrible political situation in
American history. Lincoln’s political life, however, illustrates the unsettling truth that in democratic
politics?perhaps in all politics?it is nearly impossible to do the right thing for the right reasons, honestly
stated.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Kaufman:

The ability that you get from Lincoln's Political Thought is the more deep you excavating the information
that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
be aware of but Lincoln's Political Thought giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the
author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase
well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this particular Lincoln's Political Thought instantly.

Diane Gibbons:

Precisely why? Because this Lincoln's Political Thought is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.

Lois Wiggins:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real
their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Lincoln's Political Thought can make you truly feel more interested
to read.

Rhonda Lanham:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Lincoln's Political Thought when you required it?
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