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What causes war? How can military conflicts best be prevented? In this book, Stephen Van Evera frames
five conditions that increase the risk of interstate war: false optimism about the likely outcome of a war, a
first-strike advantage, fluctuation in the relative power of states, circumstances that allow nations to parlay
one conquest into another, and circumstances that make conquest easy.

According to Van Evera, all but one of these conditions?false optimism?rarely occur today, but policymakers
often erroneously believe in their existence. He argues that these misperceptions are responsible for many
modern wars, and explores both World Wars, the Korean War, and the 1967 Mideast War as test cases.
Finally, he assesses the possibility of nuclear war by applying all five hypotheses to its potential onset. Van
Evera's book demonstrates that ideas from the Realist paradigm can offer strong explanations for
international conflict and valuable prescriptions for its control.
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From reader reviews:

John Dudley:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important normally. The book Causes of War: Power and the Roots of Conflict (Cornell Studies
in Security Affairs) seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Causes of War: Power and the Roots of Conflict
(Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also
being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve.
Try to make relationship together with the book Causes of War: Power and the Roots of Conflict (Cornell
Studies in Security Affairs). You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Jennifer Crowe:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Causes of War:
Power and the Roots of Conflict (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) suitable to you? Often the book was
written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled Causes of War: Power and the Roots of
Conflict (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs)is one of several books this everyone read now. This specific
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Edwin Ball:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be examine. Causes of War: Power and the Roots of Conflict (Cornell Studies in Security
Affairs) can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Malcolm Moser:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Causes of War: Power and the Roots of Conflict
(Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book
you have factor that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to
have Causes of War: Power and the Roots of Conflict (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs).
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