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In August 2006, many senior U.S. officials thought America had lost the war in Iraq, as the senior U.S.
Marine Corps intelligence officer there wrote that control of al Anbar Province, the seat of the raging Sunni
insurgency, was irrevocably lost to the insurgents. During that time, there were over 100 attacks per day
against U.S. military and Iraqi forces in al Anbar, and al Qaeda in Iraq had planted their flag in the provincial
capital, Ramadi, declaring it the capital of their new “Islamic State of Iraq.”

In January 2007, as a spearhead of the newly decided “Surge,” the 3rd Battalion, 69th Armored Regiment
deployed to Ramadi as part of the 3rd Infantry Division, the first regular Army unit to deploy to Iraq for a
third time. The battalion and its parent brigade went to work in a campaign that will be seen as the D-Day of
the Global War on Terror. Starting by clearing al Qaeda from the city of Ramadi and replacing them with
legitimate locally raised and trained Iraqi police?while simultaneously fostering the tribal movement known
as the “Awakening Councils”?the brigade began to have tremendous success. By April 2007, attacks within
Ramadi went from twenty per day to one or two per week. By mid-summer 2007, attacks in the entire
province were down 90 percent from 2006. Furthermore, the “Awakening” had swept through the rest of
Iraq, leading to the best security situation seen since 2003. The 3rd Battalion, 69th Armored, was the only
battalion to participate in this campaign from start to finish. Moreover, many of the US successes came
directly from this unit’s work.

Awakening Victory tells the story of this incredible campaign through the eyes of the commander of the 3rd
Battalion, who was right in the thick of the fight. The book also provides a description of the Iraqi
insurgency?particularly al Qaeda in Iraq?that offers the depth and texture which are currently lacking in most
Americans' perceptions of the war. It describes the battalion’s actions, including incidents previously
unknown to the public, but it is not merely another blood-and-guts war story. The author uses the actions of
his battalion to describe a paradigm shift that occurred, while in a totally foreign culture, yet allowed for a
move from a war of bombs and bullets to one of partnership and ideas.

The author, Lt. Col. Michael E. Silverman (ret) is a political scientist and historian by education and has
extensive experience in both warfare and Middle Eastern affairs, including a tour as an advisor to a Saudi
Arabian infantry battalion in Riyadh. Silverman served a two-year detail to the Central Intelligence Agency
at their Langley headquarters between his last two tours in Iraq. There he was privy to the Director’s Weekly
Iraq Briefing, a working group that discussed issues on the war, many of which ultimately found their way
into the President’s Daily Briefing. Well-versed in international affairs and world religions, he writes with
the authority of someone who has both been blown-up by an IED and helped to shape US strategic policy for
the Global War on Terror. In this book he describes, from the very front line, the exact turning point where
the United States turned a supposedly failed war into a possibly enduring success.
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From reader reviews:

Errol Sawyer:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. For
you who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Awakening Victory: How Iraqi Tribes and
American Troops Reclaimed Al Anbar and Defeated Al Qaeda in Iraq book as starter and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Karen Jude:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Awakening Victory: How Iraqi
Tribes and American Troops Reclaimed Al Anbar and Defeated Al Qaeda in Iraq book because book offers
you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt
in it you know.

Donna Canales:

Typically the book Awakening Victory: How Iraqi Tribes and American Troops Reclaimed Al Anbar and
Defeated Al Qaeda in Iraq will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to
clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The
book Awakening Victory: How Iraqi Tribes and American Troops Reclaimed Al Anbar and Defeated Al
Qaeda in Iraq is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official
web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Samuel Crader:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need
more time to be read. Awakening Victory: How Iraqi Tribes and American Troops Reclaimed Al Anbar and
Defeated Al Qaeda in Iraq can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time
problems.
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