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Shouting Down the Silence presents the first complete biography of Stanley Elkin, a preeminent novelist who
consistently won high marks from critics but whose complexities of style seemed destined to elude the
popular acclaim he hoped to attain. From the publication of his second novel, A Bad Man, in 1967 to his
death in 1995, Elkin was tormented by the desire for both material and artistic success.

Elkin's novels were taught in colleges and universities, his fiction received high praise from critics and
reviewers (two of his novels won National Book Critics Circle Awards), and his short stories were widely
anthologized--and yet he was unable to achieve renown beyond the avant-garde, or to escape the stigma of
being an "academic writer." He wanted to be Faulkner, but he had trouble being Elkin.

Drawing on personal interviews and an intimate knowledge of Elkins's life and works, David C. Dougherty
captures Elkin's early life as the son of a charismatic, intimidating, and remarkably successful Jewish
immigrant from Russia, as well as his later career at Washington University in St. Louis. A frequent
participant at the annual Bread Loaf Writers' conference, he was the friend--and sometime antagonist--of
other important writers, particularly Saul Bellow, William Gass, Howard Nemerov, and Robert Coover.

   

Despite failed attempts to bridge the gap from his academic post to wide popular success, Elkin continued to
write essays, stories, and novels that garnered unerring praise. His was a classic dilemma of an intellectual
aesthete loath to make use of the common devices of popular appeal. The book details the ambition, the
success, the friction, and the foibles of a writer who won fame, but not the fame he wanted.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Pratt:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question since just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Shouting Down the Silence: A
Biography of Stanley Elkin to read.

Andrew Spivey:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Shouting Down the Silence: A Biography of Stanley
Elkin can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Lloyd North:

This Shouting Down the Silence: A Biography of Stanley Elkin is new way for you who has curiosity to look
for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more
you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Shouting Down the Silence: A Biography
of Stanley Elkin can be the light food in your case because the information inside that book is easy to get
simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-
book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the
answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in
addition to knowledge.

Theresa Villarreal:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
list in your reading list will be Shouting Down the Silence: A Biography of Stanley Elkin. This book which
is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward
and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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