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“Filled with cool cocktail-party tidbits, Matt Kaplan considers how things that were once the stuff of legends
could one day become reality” (The Atlantic) in this fun scientific inquiry into the mystical places and
magical objects of ancient and contemporary lore—from the fountain of youth, to love potions, to Super
Mario’s mushrooms.

Can migrations of birds foretell our future? Do phases of the moon hold sway over our lives? Are there
sacred springs that cure the ill? What is the best way to brew a love potion? How do we create mutant
humans who regenerate like Wolverine?

“In Science of the Magical, Matt Kaplan takes us on a journey spiced with the wonders of myth, history and
art, leavened with impeccable research, endlessly fascinating. And the result is both a compelling read and a
deeply thoughtful exploration of the world around us and the ways we seek to understand it” (Deborah Blum,
author of The Poisoner’s Handbook). Like Ken Jennings and Mary Roach, Kaplan serves as a friendly
armchair guide to the world of the supernatural. From the strengthening powers of Viking mead to the super
soldiers in movies such as Captain America, Kaplan explores cultures and time periods to point out that there
is often much more to these enduring magical narratives than mere fantasy. Informative and entertaining,
Science of the Magical is “a sprightly survey” (The Wall Street Journal) and “a joy to read…highly
recommended” (Library Journal, starred review).
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Martin:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book titled Science of the Magical: From the
Holy Grail to Love Potions to Superpowers? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Alysha Johnson:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Science of the Magical: From the
Holy Grail to Love Potions to Superpowers will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading the book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or ideal book with you?

Thomas Bedwell:

This Science of the Magical: From the Holy Grail to Love Potions to Superpowers is great publication for
you because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can
state no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Science of the Magical: From the Holy Grail to Love Potions to Superpowers in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book.
Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Samantha Flowers:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Science of the Magical: From the Holy Grail to Love
Potions to Superpowers was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Science of the Magical: From the Holy Grail to Love Potions to Superpowers has many kinds or variety.
Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe
that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you
feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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