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"The Caribbean policeman is a character both foreign and familiar at the center of this intimate debut poetry
collection. Combining Jamaican patois and American English, it tells the story of violence, loss, and
recovery in the wake of colonialism."
--O, the Oprah Magazine

One of LargeUp's Ten Great Books by Caribbean Authors in 2015

"Jamaican-born Channer draws on the rich cultural heritage of the Caribbean and his own unique experience
for this energetic, linguistically inventive first collection of poetry....Channer's lyrics pop and reel in sheer
musicality....A dextrous, ambitious collection that delivers enough acoustic acrobatics to keep readers
transfixed 'till the starlings sing out.'"
--Booklist

"Channer...skillfully examines the brutality that permeates Jamaica's history in this moving debut poetry
collection....Channer's poems rise to present the reader with a panoramic view of a place 'built on old
foundations of violence,' of 'geographies where genocide and massacre/hang like smoke from coal fires.'"
--Publishers Weekly

"[Channer's] technique and foresight bring the underlying story of the collection, and the history he
expounds, into full daylight and the collection succeeds in revealing a life and history as an essay might, but
with the beauty of lyric added to narrative in an exercise that is cohesive in its ability to maintain its
trajectory. It is a notable accomplishment."
--New York Journal of Books

"Jamaica's Colin Channer has been mixing patois in his romantic tales since his 1998 debut novel, Waiting In
Vain. In 2015, he blessed us with Providential (Akashic), a poetry collection that touches on the full range of
Jamaican languages and dreams."
--LargeUp

"Fear stalks everyone, police and pursued, and Channer’s poems arrest us to that truth in syncopated,
shocking fevers."
--Caribbean Beat Magazine

"[Channer's] strongest offering yet....Providential perfectly clothes the written word with matching tone and
atmosphere. Welcome to the hallowed halls of Fine Poetry!"
--Kaieteur News (Guyana)

"Channer has written a fine set of poems that, like classical myth, start with the search for the lost father and
end with the found son, the poet in the process replacing the lost father with a found self."
--Russell Banks, author of The Sweet Hereafter



"The voices and irrepressible human dance of the clan pulsing at this book's center leave me breathless and I
realize how close the voices are to my own, how much I crave this dance."
--Patricia Smith, author of Shoulda Been Jimi Savannah

Channer's debut poetry collection achieves an intimate and lyric meditation on family, policing, loss, and
violence, but the work is enlivened by humor, tenderness, and the rich possibilities that come from honest
reflection. Combined with a capacity to offer physical landscapes with painterly sensitivity and care, a
graceful mining of the nuances of Jamaican patwa and American English, and a judicious use of metaphor
and similie, Providential is a work of "heartical" insight and vulnerability.

Not since Claude McKay's Constab Ballads of 1912 has a writer attempted to tackle the unlikely literary
figure of the Jamaican policeman. Now, over a century later, Channer draws on his own knowledge of
Jamaican culture, on his complex relationship with his father (a Jamaican policeman), and frames these
poems within the constantly humane principles of Rasta and reggae. The poems within Providential manage
to turn the intricate relationships between a man and his father, a man and his mother, and man and his
country, and a man and his children into something akin to grace.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Carter:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Providential. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book Providential. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known.
About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Daniel Gordon:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Providential book is readable through you who hate those straight word style.
You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly
decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding Providential content conveys
objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
material but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Providential is not loveable to be
your top collection reading book?

Richard Vaccaro:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is
Providential.

Leslie Yazzie:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Providential was colourful and of course has pictures on
the website. As we know that book Providential has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers.
For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not
at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the
best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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