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Harley Granville-Barker's Prefaces to Shakespeare originally published in five series between 1927 and 1947
covering ten plays are collected in four volumes: Volume I (Hamlet), Volume II (King Lear, Cymbeline,
Julius Caesar), Volume III (Antony and Cleopatra, Coriolanus) and Volume IV (Love's Labour's Lost,
Romeo and Juliet, The Merchant of Venice, Othello). An actor, dramatist, producer and a profound
Shakespearean scholar, Granville-Barker brought about a revolution in his Shakespearean productions in the
first decade of the twentieth century by recapturing, with his experience and expertise, the spirit and vitality
of the plays as they were produced on the Elizabethan stage. He saw Shakespeare as a man of the theatre and
gave a lie to Lamb that the plays of Shakespeare 'were less calculated for performance on a stage than those
of any dramatist whatsoever.' About the productions G.B. Harrison remarks that they were 'the most
important productions for a hundred years not only because they were beautiful in themselves, but because
for the first time since the seventeenth century Shakespeare's plays were played just as they were written, and
not cut and rearranged to suit the scene-shifter.' The Prefaces are elaborate explications of what shape the
productions, and how and why Granville-Barker's alert attention to the minutiae of a text and threadbare
discussions of various aspects of the plays reveal the dramatic wealth of a Shakespearean play. The Prefaces
with their focus on the integrity and vitality of a play have become a landmark in Shakespearean criticism.
T.S. Eliot has rightly remarked: 'Perhaps more than any other single writer, H. Granville-Barker by his
prefaces, illuminating the plays with the understanding of the producer, has suggested the need for a
synthesis of the several points of view from which Shakespeare can be studied.' Any teacher and student of
Shakespeare will find these books immensely valuable.
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From reader reviews:

Jeff Wheeler:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Prefaces to Shakespeare. Try to make the book Prefaces to
Shakespeare as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside that course
make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience in
addition to knowledge with this book.

David Giles:

The book Prefaces to Shakespeare make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Prefaces to Shakespeare being your habit, you
can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a guide Prefaces to Shakespeare. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think
about this book?

Mark Spears:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Prefaces to
Shakespeare book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Joshua Smith:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Prefaces to Shakespeare publication written
by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have
read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill
only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Prefaces to Shakespeare as good book not
simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its
handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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