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What is the moral status of humans lacking the potential for consciousness? The concept of potentiality often
tips the scales in life-and-death medical decisions. Some argue that all human embryos have the potential to
develop characteristics?such as consciousness, intellect, and will?that we normally associate with
personhood. Individuals with total brain failure or in a persistent vegetative state are thought to lack the
potential for consciousness or any other mental function. Or do they?

In Potentiality John Lizza gathers classic articles alongside newly commissioned chapters from leading
thinkers who analyze the nature of potentiality in bioethics, a concept central to a number of important
debates. The contributors illustrate how considerations of potentiality and potential persons complicate the
analysis of the moral consideration of persons at the beginning and end of life. A number of works explicitly
uncover the Aristotelian background of the concept, while others explore philosophical issues about persons,
dispositions, and possibility. The common assumption that potentiality is intrinsic to whatever has the
potentiality is challenged by a relational view of persons, an extrinsic account of dispositions, and attention
to how extrinsic factors affect realistic possibilities.

Although potentiality has figured prominently in bioethical literature, it has not received a great deal of
logical, semantic, and metaphysical analysis in contemporary philosophical literature. This collection will
bring these thorny philosophical issues to the fore.

Incorporating cutting-edge research on the topic of potentiality, this thought-provoking collection will
interest bioethicists, philosophers, health care professionals, attorneys engaged in medical and health issues,
and hospital and governmental committees who advise on policy and law concerning issues at the beginning
and end of life.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Rodriguez:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book called Potentiality: Metaphysical
and Bioethical Dimensions? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your
time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other
opinion?

Kim Townsend:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Potentiality:
Metaphysical and Bioethical Dimensions. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can
look for the internet sources or other social media.

Nona Whitehouse:

This book untitled Potentiality: Metaphysical and Bioethical Dimensions to be one of several books that best
seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to
buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Catherine Scott:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Potentiality: Metaphysical and Bioethical Dimensions was filled
concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you
wanted.
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