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In Painting as an Art, which began as the 1984 Andrew Mellon Lectures at the National Gallery of Art in
Washington, D.C., philosopher Richard Wollheim transcended the boundaries and habits of both philosophy
and art history to produce a large, encompassing vision of viewing art. Wollheim had three great passions--
philosophy, psychology, art--and his work attempted to unify them into a theory of the experience of art. He
believed that unlocking the meaning of a painting involved retrieving, almost reenacting, the creative activity
that produced it.

In order to fully appreciate a work of art, Wollheim argued, critics must bring to the understanding of a work
of art a much richer conception of human psychology than they have in the past: "Many [critics] . . . make do
with a psychology that, if they tried to live their lives by it, would leave them at the end of an ordinary day
without lovers, friends, or any insight into how this came about." Many reviewers have remarked on the
insightfulness of the book's final chapter, in which Wollheim contended that certain paintings by Titian,
Bellini, de Kooning, and others represent the painters' attempts to project fantasies about the human body
onto the canvas.

Reviewing the book in the Los Angeles Times, Daniel A. Herwitz asserted that Wollheim had "done no less
than recover for psychology its obvious and irresistible place in the explanation of what is most profound and
subtle about paintings."
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From reader reviews:

Amber Weitz:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Painting as an Art (A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts).

Cynthia Miller:

The book Painting as an Art (A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for
your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book
Painting as an Art (A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) to become your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like open up and read a book Painting as an Art (A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts).
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you
think about this book?

Joe North:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some
of you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Painting as an
Art (A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Justin Davis:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the guide untitled Painting as an Art (A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) can be
excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.
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