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Back before Stonehenge or the wheel, back before the pyramids, math, or even the crudest writing existed,
ancient peoples gathered and told stories. They told stories of how the world began, what the first people
were like, and which of them were heroes or failures. They tried to make sense of the world around them and
tried to sort out who the gods were and what those gods wanted from them.

More than ten thousand years | ater, one set of those stories has come down to usin the form of the Old
Testament. It isthe story of the Jewish people and their distinctive God, giving us a glimpse through story,
song, history, and law of the rocky, raucous, faithful, fumbling beginnings of one of the oldest religions on
earth.

Perhaps you think you know it. Think again.

This second course in Exploring the Bible: The Dickinson Serieswill help you better understand the Old
Testament in the context of the world in which it was written. Use it as designed in small-group study or
work with it on your own. Either way, you will come to a new appreciation for this amazing collection of
ancient texts and the faith that they represent.

A detailed Leader's Guide for this study is sold separately. Y ou can learn more about the series and how you
can earn a Certificate in Biblical Literacy at exploringthebible.org.

Other volumes in the series include:;
Volume 1: What Is the Bible?
Volume 3: Introducing the New Testament

PRAISE FOR EXPLORING THE BIBLE: THE DICKINSON SERIES

"Hereisthe most readable, complete, fair and accurate aid to the study of the Bible now available. |
recommend it highly."

Dr. Harvey Cox

Hollis Research Professor of Divinity

Harvard Divinity School

"Fortunate will be the readers who take up the study of these materials. These books constitute a compelling
introduction to serious study, with intentional pedagogy and fresh articulation. They are accessible without
dumbing down, reaching those who want to know about the Bible without compromising either their faith or
their wise judgment. Holding such a resource in one's hands is the beginning of a fresh exploration that
holds great promise.”

Dr. Walter Brueggemann

Professor Emeritus of Old Testament

Columbia Theological Seminary



"I am much impressed by the comprehensive, accessible, and engaging quality of this series. If you have
been intimidated by the Bible, if you have been reluctant to launch a study of the Bible, then Exploring the
Bible offers a grand introduction to Scripture. Here the wisdom of the Bible is not only explored and
explicated but also applied. Exploring the Bible is easily adaptable to churches and Bible study groups of all
sizes and inclinations. Here's a wonderful addition to our tools for helping Christians grow in their faith."
Bishop Will Willimon

Professor of the Practice of Christian Ministry

Duke Divinity School

"Exploring the Bible: The Dickinson Seriesis a magnificent Bible study resource. The questions we all have
about the Bible are addressed in clear, accessible, and often witty language, and questions we didn’t even
know to ask areintroduced in lively and provocative ways. Those who have studied the Bible for years will
find their understanding deepened, and those for whom the Bible is a new and unfamiliar land will find a
reliable roadmap. The Leader’ s Guides are filled with stimulating teaching suggestions.”

Dr. Thomas G. Long

Bandy Professor of Preaching

Candler School of Theology

Emory University
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From reader reviews:
Scott Frew:

Now aday those who Living in the erajust where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Introducing the Old Testament
(Exploring the Bible: The Dickinson Series) (Volume 2) book because book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

Meredith Butler:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Introducing the Old
Testament (Exploring the Bible: The Dickinson Series) (Volume 2) suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Introducing the Old Testament (Exploring
the Bible: The Dickinson Series) (Volume 2)is asingle of several books that everyone read now. This book
wasinspired alot of peoplein the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you
ever know previousto. The author explained their plan in the smple way, so all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this book. This book will give you agreat deal of information about this world now. To
help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Erica Futch:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity thisislook different
you can read any book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
the whole day to reading a publication. The book Introducing the Old Testament (Exploring the Bible: The
Dickinson Series) (Volume 2) it israther good to read. There are alot of individuals who recommended this
book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you
can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mOore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The priceis not
too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Neil M cNatt:

The book untitled Introducing the Old Testament (Exploring the Bible: The Dickinson Series) (Volume 2)
contain alot of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The languageis
very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was
published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read
this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside



anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site as
well asorder it. Have anice read.
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