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In a democracy, we generally assume that voters know the policies they prefer and elect like-minded officials
who are responsible for carrying them out. We also assume that voters consider candidates' competence,
honesty, and other performance-related traits. But does this actually happen? Do voters consider candidates’
policy positions when deciding for whom to vote? And how do politicians’ performances in office factor into
the voting decision?
 
In Follow the Leader?, Gabriel S. Lenz sheds light on these central questions of democratic thought. Lenz
looks at citizens’ views of candidates both before and after periods of political upheaval, including
campaigns, wars, natural disasters, and episodes of economic boom and bust. Noting important shifts in
voters’ knowledge and preferences as a result of these events, he finds that, while citizens do assess
politicians based on their performance, their policy positions actually matter much less. Even when a policy
issue becomes highly prominent, voters rarely shift their votes to the politician whose position best agrees
with their own. In fact, Lenz shows, the reverse often takes place: citizens first pick a politician and then
adopt that politician’s policy views. In other words, they follow the leader.
 
Based on data drawn from multiple countries, Follow the Leader? is the most definitive treatment to date of
when and why policy and performance matter at the voting booth, and it will break new ground in the
debates about democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Lewis:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for all of us. The book Follow the Leader?: How Voters Respond to
Politicians' Policies and Performance (Chicago Studies in American Politics) seemed to be making you to
know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you.
The e-book Follow the Leader?: How Voters Respond to Politicians' Policies and Performance (Chicago
Studies in American Politics) is not only giving you more new information but also for being your friend
when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
together with the book Follow the Leader?: How Voters Respond to Politicians' Policies and Performance
(Chicago Studies in American Politics). You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Richard Gary:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Follow the Leader?: How Voters Respond to Politicians' Policies and
Performance (Chicago Studies in American Politics) book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect
word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving Follow the Leader?: How Voters
Respond to Politicians' Policies and Performance (Chicago Studies in American Politics) content conveys the
idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content
but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Follow the Leader?: How Voters Respond
to Politicians' Policies and Performance (Chicago Studies in American Politics) is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

John Pasko:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Follow the Leader?: How Voters Respond to
Politicians' Policies and Performance (Chicago Studies in American Politics) was colorful and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book Follow the Leader?: How Voters Respond to Politicians'
Policies and Performance (Chicago Studies in American Politics) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids
until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.

Tammy Schuler:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of book
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American Politics). You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could
possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware
about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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