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Awarded the Bancroft Prize in American History in 1978, Morton J. Horwitz's The Transformation of
American Law, 1780-1860 is considered one of the most significant works ever published in American legal
history. Since its publication in 1977, it has become the standard source on early nineteenth century
American law.
In this monumental book, Morton J. Horwitz offers a sweeping overview of the emergence of our national
(and modern) legal system from English and colonial antecedents. He begins with the common law, which
emerged during the eighteenth century as the standard doctrine with which to solve disputes in an egalitarian
manner. He shows that the turning point in the use of common law came after 1790, when the law was
slowly transformed to favor economic growth and development and the courts began to spur economic
competition instead of circumscribe it. This new instrumental law would flourish during the nineteenth
century as the legal profession and the mercantile elite forged a mutually beneficial alliance to gain wealth
and power. Horwitz also demonstrates how the emergence of contract law corresponded to the development
of economic and legal institutions of exchange. And he discusses how the rise of the market economy
influenced legal practices, how contracts became ways to negate preexisting common law duties, and how
(to the benefit of entrepreneurs and commercial groups) the courts were able to overthrow earlier
anticommercial legal rules.
Previous historical studies have viewed law and policy as an accurate reflection of the needs of an
undifferentiated society. In The Transformation of American Law, Horwitz successfully challenges this
misconception and shows how in the eighty years after the American Revolution, a major change in law took
place in which aspects of social struggle turned to legal channels for resolution. Looking into the distribution
of wealth and power during this time, Horwitz finds indeed that the change in legal ideology enabled
commercial groups to win a disproportionate amount of wealth and power in American society. An
accessible account of the history of law, this is a powerful statement on the great role of the legal system in
American economic development.
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From reader reviews:

Vincent Baker:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide The Transformation of American Law, 1780-1860
will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost everything.
But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you
fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Allison Price:

This The Transformation of American Law, 1780-1860 are usually reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The explanation of this The Transformation of American Law, 1780-1860 can be on
the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a
person with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can
bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this
The Transformation of American Law, 1780-1860 forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as
rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it and luxuriate in reading.

Erwin Fast:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This The Transformation of American Law, 1780-1860 can
give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make
an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Transformation of American Law,
1780-1860.

Charles Steen:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
identified as of book The Transformation of American Law, 1780-1860. You can include your knowledge by
it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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