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This beautifully written work sheds new light on the origins and nature of Mahayana Buddhism with close
readings of four well-known texts—the Lotus Sutra, Diamond Sutra, Tathagatagarbha Sutra, and
Vimalakirtinirdesa. Treating these sutras as literary works rather than as straightforward philosophic or
doctrinal treatises, Alan Cole argues that these writings were carefully sculpted to undermine traditional
monastic Buddhism and to gain legitimacy and authority for Mahayana Buddhism as it was veering away
from Buddhism’s older oral and institutional forms. His sophisticated and sustained analysis of the narrative
structures and seductive literary strategies used in these sutras suggests that they were specifically written to
encourage devotion to the written word instead of other forms of authority, be they human, institutional, or
iconic.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Powell:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Text as Father: Paternal
Seductions in Early Mahayana Buddhist Literature (Buddhisms) is kind of guide which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Kathy Graves:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
examine. Text as Father: Paternal Seductions in Early Mahayana Buddhist Literature (Buddhisms) can be
your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Morgan Johnson:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Text as Father: Paternal
Seductions in Early Mahayana Buddhist Literature (Buddhisms) which is keeping the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's see.

Henry Jones:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in
the top checklist in your reading list is actually Text as Father: Paternal Seductions in Early Mahayana
Buddhist Literature (Buddhisms). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you
closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many
advantages.
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