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Known locally as the birthplace of American religious freedom, Flushing, Queens, in New York City is now
so diverse and densely populated that it has become a microcosm of world religions. City of Gods explores
the history of Flushing from the colonial period to the aftermath of September 11, 2001, spanning the origins
of Vlissingen and early struggles between Quakers, Dutch authorities, Anglicans, African Americans,
Catholics, and Jews to the consolidation of New York City in1898, two World's Fairs and postwar
commemorations of Flushing’s heritage, and, finally, the Immigration Act of 1965 and the arrival of Hindus,
Sikhs, Muslims, Buddhists, and Asian and Latino Christians.

A synthesis of archival sources, oral history, and ethnography, City of Gods is a thought-provoking study of
religious pluralism. Using Flushing as the backdrop to examine America's contemporary religious diversity
and what it means for the future of the United States, R. Scott Hanson explores both the possibilities and
limits of pluralism. Hanson argues that the absence of widespread religious violence in a neighborhood with
such densely concentrated religious diversity suggests that there is no limit to how much pluralism a pluralist
society can stand. Seeking to gauge interaction and different responses to religious and ethnic diversity, the
book is set against two interrelated questions: how and where have the different religious and ethnic groups
in Flushing associated with others across boundaries over time; and when has conflict or cooperation arisen?

By exploring pluralism from a historical and ethnographic context, City of Gods takes a micro approach to
help bring an understanding of pluralism from a sometimes abstract realm into the real world of everyday
lives in which people and groups are dynamic and integrating agents in a complex and constantly changing
world of local, national, and transnational dimensions.

Perhaps the most extreme example of religious and ethnic pluralism in the world, Flushing is an ideal place
to explore how America's long experiment with religious freedom and religious pluralism began and
continues. City of Gods reaches far beyond Flushing to all communities coming to terms with immigration,
religion, and ethnic relations, raising the question as to whether Flushing will come together in new and
lasting ways to build bridges of dialogue or will it further fragment into a Tower of Babel.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Deemer:

The actual book City of Gods: Religious Freedom, Immigration, and Pluralism in Flushing, Queens has a lot
of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This book very
easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Jack Harbin:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find publication that need
more time to be go through. City of Gods: Religious Freedom, Immigration, and Pluralism in Flushing,
Queens can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Paul Kindig:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this book. This City of Gods: Religious Freedom,
Immigration, and Pluralism in Flushing, Queens is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-
book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Corey Mason:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like City of Gods: Religious
Freedom, Immigration, and Pluralism in Flushing, Queens which is having the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's see.
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