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An inkstone, a piece of polished stone no bigger than an outstretched hand, is an instrument for grinding ink,
an object of art, a token of exchange between friends or sovereign states, and a surface on which texts and
images are carved. As such, the inkstone has been entangled with elite masculinity and the values of wen
(culture, literature, civility) in China, Korea, and Japan for more than a millennium. However, for such a
ubiquitous object in East Asia, it is virtually unknown in the Western world.

Examining imperial workshops in the Forbidden City, the Duan quarries in Guangdong, the commercial
workshops in Suzhou, and collectors' homes in Fujian, The Social Life of Inkstones traces inkstones between
court and society and shows how collaboration between craftsmen and scholars created a new social order in
which the traditional hierarchy of "head over hand" no longer predominated. Dorothy Ko also highlights the
craftswoman Gu Erniang, through whose work the artistry of inkstone-making achieved unprecedented
refinement between the 1680s and 1730s.

The Social Life of Inkstones explores the hidden history and cultural significance of the inkstone and puts the
stonecutters and artisans on center stage.
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From reader reviews:

Nathaniel Gonzalez:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Social Life of Inkstones: Artisans and
Scholars in Early Qing China.

Tyrone Knudson:

The book The Social Life of Inkstones: Artisans and Scholars in Early Qing China gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
looking at a book The Social Life of Inkstones: Artisans and Scholars in Early Qing China being your habit,
you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a book The Social Life of
Inkstones: Artisans and Scholars in Early Qing China. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Ezra Talbott:

The book The Social Life of Inkstones: Artisans and Scholars in Early Qing China will bring you to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book The Social Life of Inkstones: Artisans and
Scholars in Early Qing China is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Robert Bryant:

The book untitled The Social Life of Inkstones: Artisans and Scholars in Early Qing China contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published
by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read
this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice go through.
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