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A truly useful introduction to the Syriac language is a rare find. Honed by years of personal experience with
the language, George Kiraz's introduction to the ancient language of the Christian church speaks with clarity
and authority. This fruitful integration of scholarly introduction and practical application provides a primer
that is more than a simple grammar or syntactic introduction to the language. Written in a style designed for
beginners, Kiraz avoids technical language and strives for a reader-friendly inductive approach. The letters
are introduced a few at a time and are reviewed in a way that reinforces their identity. Students are next
introduced to the concepts of gender, number, and tense as well as how they appear in Syriac. The often
troubling prefixes and suffixes of the language are lucidly explained, and readings from actual Syriac texts
allow the student to experience the language first hand. Various genres and literary forms are introduced in
this section. Bonus words are added at each stage to build an effective vocabulary as the reader works
through the lessons. Next the grammar proper is introduced with the phonology and parts of speech of the
language. Both Estrangelo and the East Syriac scripts are presented in a separate chapter, in order to avoid
confusion. Unlike most grammars, the primer includes a practical chapter on how to use Syriac dictionaries,
read manuscripts, and type Syriac on the computer using Meltho. A section on reading Garshuni, Syriac
written in Arabic script, rounds out the main text. Appendices of the verbal paradigms make this very
practical introduction a must-have for any beginner in Syriac. Glossaries of grammatical terms and Syriac-
English comparisons make this book ideal for a textbook in beginning Syriac. The book comes with
downloadable material so that readers may listen to all reading sentences and text passages in the book.
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From reader reviews:

Teddy Hathorn:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled The New Syriac Primer: An Introduction to The Syriac Language (Gorgias
Handbooks). Try to make the book The New Syriac Primer: An Introduction to The Syriac Language
(Gorgias Handbooks) as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone
and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Anna Elam:

The publication with title The New Syriac Primer: An Introduction to The Syriac Language (Gorgias
Handbooks) has a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this
book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world.
This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on
the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Irene Navarro:

This The New Syriac Primer: An Introduction to The Syriac Language (Gorgias Handbooks) is great e-book
for you because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we
can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having The New Syriac Primer: An Introduction to The Syriac Language (Gorgias
Handbooks) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say
that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this is
good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Jacquelynn Laverty:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The The New Syriac Primer: An Introduction to The Syriac Language (Gorgias



Handbooks) will give you a new experience in reading through a book.
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