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Longlisted for the 2014 National Book Award

The astonishing story of a unique missionary project—and the America it embodied—from award-winning
historian John Demos.

Near the start of the nineteenth century, as the newly established United States looked outward toward the
wider world, a group of eminent Protestant ministers formed a grand scheme for gathering the rest of
mankind into the redemptive fold of Christianity and “civilization.” Its core element was a special school for
“heathen youth” drawn from all parts of the earth, including the Pacific Islands, China, India, and,
increasingly, the native nations of North America. If all went well, graduates would return to join similar
projects in their respective homelands. For some years, the school prospered, indeed became quite famous. 
However, when two Cherokee students courted and married local women, public resolve—and
fundamental ideals—were put to a severe test. 

The Heathen School follows the progress, and the demise, of this first true melting pot through the lives of
individual students: among them, Henry Obookiah, a young Hawaiian who ran away from home and worked
as a seaman in the China Trade before ending up in New England; John Ridge, son of a powerful Cherokee
chief and subsequently a leader in the process of Indian “removal”; and Elias Boudinot, editor of the first
newspaper published by and for Native Americans. From its birth as a beacon of hope
for universal “salvation,” the heathen school descends into bitter controversy, as American racial attitudes
harden and intensify. Instead of encouraging reconciliation, the school exposes the limits of tolerance and
sets off a chain of events that will culminate tragically in the Trail of Tears. 

In The Heathen School, John Demos marshals his deep empathy and feel for the textures of history to tell a
moving story of families and communities—and to probe the very roots of American identity.  
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From reader reviews:

Owen Ray:

The book The Heathen School: A Story of Hope and Betrayal in the Age of the Early Republic can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave the best thing like a book The Heathen School: A Story of Hope and Betrayal in the Age of the Early
Republic? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info
that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Heathen School: A
Story of Hope and Betrayal in the Age of the Early Republic has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Jennifer Bell:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific The Heathen School: A
Story of Hope and Betrayal in the Age of the Early Republic book as beginner and daily reading e-book.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Debbie Jones:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving The Heathen School: A Story
of Hope and Betrayal in the Age of the Early Republic that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who
want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Heathen School: A Story of Hope and
Betrayal in the Age of the Early Republic become your starter.

Richard Taylor:

The book untitled The Heathen School: A Story of Hope and Betrayal in the Age of the Early Republic
contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The
language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The
book was authored by famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. You can
read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with



anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-
site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.
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