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What becomes of the wicked? Hell?exile from God, subjection to fire, worms, and darkness?for centuries the
idea has shaped the dread of malefactors, the solace of victims, and the deterrence of believers. Although we
may associate the notion of hell with Christian beliefs, its gradual emergence depended on conflicting
notions that pervaded the Mediterranean world more than a millennium before the birth of Christ. Asking
just why and how belief in hell arose, Alan E. Bernstein takes us back to those times and offers us a
comparative view of the philosophy, poetry, folklore, myth, and theology of that formative age.

Bernstein draws on sources from ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia, Greece, Rome, and Israel, as well as early
Christian writings through Augustine, in order to reconstruct the story of the prophets, priests, poets, and
charismatic leaders who fashioned concepts of hell from an array of perspectives on death and justice. The
author traces hell's formation through close readings of works including the epics of Homer and Vergil, the
satires of Lucian, the dialogues of Plato and Plutarch, the legends of Enoch, the confessions of the Psalms,
the prophecies of Isaiah, Ezechiel, and Daniel, and the parables of Jesus. Reenacting lively debates about the
nature of hell among the common people and the elites of diverse religious traditions, he provides new
insight into the social implications and the psychological consequences of different visions of the afterlife.

This superb account of a central image in Western culture will captivate readers interested in history,
mythology, literature, psychology, philosophy, and religion.
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From reader reviews:

Danny Exum:

This book untitled The Formation of Hell: Death and Retribution in the Ancient and Early Christian Worlds
to be one of several books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can
get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it
by means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from
your list.

Patricia McGuire:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Formation of Hell: Death and
Retribution in the Ancient and Early Christian Worlds guide written by well-known writer who really knows
well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then
you still hesitation The Formation of Hell: Death and Retribution in the Ancient and Early Christian Worlds
as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess
book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Christopher Pruett:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more
time to be go through. The Formation of Hell: Death and Retribution in the Ancient and Early Christian
Worlds can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

April Hanson:

You can find this The Formation of Hell: Death and Retribution in the Ancient and Early Christian Worlds
by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but
in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking
from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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