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In the late 1700s, when Euro-Americans began to visit the Northwest Coast, they reported the presence of
vigorous, diverse cultures?among them the Tlingit, Haida, Kwakwaka’wakw (Kwakiutl), Nuu-chah-nulth
(Nootka), Coast Salish, and Chinookans?with a population conservatively estimated at over 180,000. A
century later only about 35,000 were left. The change was brought about by the introduction of diseases that
had originated in the Eastern Hemisphere, such as smallpox, malaria, measles, and influenza.

The Coming of the Spirit of Pestilence examines the introduction of infectious diseases among the Indians of
the Northwest Coast culture area (present-day Oregon and Washington west of the Cascade Mountains,
British Columbia west of the Coast Range, and southeast Alaska) in the first century of contact and the
effects of these new diseases on Native American population size, structure, interactions, and viability. The
emphasis is on epidemic diseases and specific epidemic episodes.

In most parts of the Americas, disease transfer and depopulation occurred early and are poorly documented.
Because of the lateness of Euro-American contact in the Pacific Northwest, however, records are relatively
complete, and it is possible to reconstruct in some detail the processes of disease transfer and the progress of
specific epidemics, compute their demographic impact, and discern connections between these processes and
culture change.

Boyd provides a thorough compilation, analysis, and comparison of information gleaned from many
published and archival sources, both Euro-American (trading-company, mission, and doctors’ records; ships’
logs; diaries; and Hudson’s Bay Company and government censuses) and Native American (oral traditions
and informant testimony). The many quotations from contemporary sources underscore the magnitude of the
human suffering. The Coming of the Spirit of Pestilence is a definitive study of introduced diseases in the
Pacific Northwest.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Waddell:

This book untitled The Coming of the Spirit of Pestilence: Introduced Infectious Diseases and Population
Decline among Northwest Indians, 1774-1874 to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, this
is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book
in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your
account to past this publication from your list.

Patrick Pond:

The guide with title The Coming of the Spirit of Pestilence: Introduced Infectious Diseases and Population
Decline among Northwest Indians, 1774-1874 contains a lot of information that you can find out it. You can
get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can
read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Allen Barnett:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Coming of the Spirit of Pestilence:
Introduced Infectious Diseases and Population Decline among Northwest Indians, 1774-1874 reserve written
by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all
read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation The Coming of the Spirit of Pestilence: Introduced
Infectious Diseases and Population Decline among Northwest Indians, 1774-1874 as good book not simply
by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so
do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Lee Fuller:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Coming of the Spirit of
Pestilence: Introduced Infectious Diseases and Population Decline among Northwest Indians, 1774-1874
which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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